
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5424 September 8, 2016 
the news. Three days ago the word 
came out that the uninsured are at all-
time lows in our country. Ninety-two 
percent of Americans have health in-
surance. Is that bad? Is the insurance 
perfect? Of course it is not. We have 19 
States led by Republican Governors 
who refuse to accept Medicaid. The Re-
publican Governor from Nevada made 
the right choice, and it has been good 
for the State of Nevada. 

It is interesting that after more than 
6 years, we still have never seen a plan 
by the Republicans and what they want 
to do other than vote against 
ObamaCare. ObamaCare has expanded 
coverage to millions of Americans. It 
has improved the quality of health in-
surance. A lot of people who don’t like 
the plan don’t like it because they 
don’t think it is strong enough and 
they want to do more. The market-
place will continue to connect Ameri-
cans to quality, affordable health in-
surance. 

I thought Republicans believed in the 
free enterprise system, and that is 
what we have with ObamaCare. The 
health insurance marketplace is so 
much better than pre-Affordable Care 
Act. They should stop trying to repeal 
ObamaCare and work with us to im-
prove what we have. It is not going to 
go away. 

The Affordable Care Act has shown 
that it has had a positive impact on 
the stated goal of lowering the number 
of people without coverage. Millions of 
people have health insurance who 
didn’t before. He and other Republicans 
continue to come down to the floor and 
complain, although not as often as 
they used to because they have been 
embarrassed too many times. The Re-
publican leader seems to think that 
things were better before Americans 
had coverage, including the 500,000 peo-
ple in Kentucky who now have insur-
ance because of ObamaCare. I guess he 
seems to be saying that he liked it bet-
ter when insurance companies could 
deny coverage for any reason that they 
thought was appropriate; it didn’t have 
to be a good reason. 

f 

SUICIDE PREVENTION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, September 
10 is World Suicide Prevention Day. I 
had occasion to visit with our former 
colleague, Gordon Smith, a tremen-
dously good Senator from the State of 
Oregon, while I was in Las Vegas a cou-
ple of weeks ago. Even now we often 
speak—as we did in Las Vegas that 
evening—about our experience with 
those who have committed suicide. 
Gordon lost a son, I lost a father, and 
there are a small number of people here 
in this room today—if we could do an 
oral poll, we would find that many peo-
ple in this room have been affected by 
suicide. 

Think about it. Each year, about 
33,000 people commit suicide. That is a 
lot of people. It took me a while to ac-
cept not feeling sorry for myself and to 
try to do something about it, and we 

have done some things here as a body 
about suicide. 

We really don’t understand it very 
well. For example, most suicides occur 
in the western part of the United 
States. I would have thought just the 
opposite. The West has bright, 
sunshiny skies, and the weather is a lot 
better than places like New York, but 
for some reason, west of the Mis-
sissippi, we have a problem with sui-
cide that doesn’t occur in other places. 

It is a national problem, and we have 
to do something about it. We have 
33,000 people die every year, and those 
are the ones we know about. There are 
hunting accidents, car accidents, and 
hiking accidents that are really sui-
cides but they are not acknowledged as 
such. 

From 1999 through 2014, the suicide 
rate in the United States increased by 
24 percent, both men and women of all 
ages. Women are now becoming more 
equal to men in killing themselves. 

If we are going to actively address 
the increasing rate of suicides, we can’t 
ignore the role firearms play. Guns are 
the most common device men turn to 
when they commit suicide. That is ac-
cording to the CDC and not some left-
wing group the Republicans like to ha-
rangue about. Almost 23,000 suicides 
were carried out with firearms in 2013— 
that is the last information that we 
have—which is 10 percent higher than 3 
years earlier. 

We don’t really know what is hap-
pening in the military. Twenty-two 
people in the military will kill them-
selves today. It is mostly done after 
they have been honorably discharged 
from the military. 

We need to invest in evidence-based 
prevention. Young people are killing 
themselves. One of my wonderful staff 
members, my chief of staff—she is such 
a dear friend—comes from a large fam-
ily of 10 children. One of her brothers is 
a medical doctor with twins. One of 
them hanged himself—an 11-year-old 
boy, dead. 

We have to have more science-based 
information, and we don’t have it. Mr. 
President, 33,000 people are dying each 
year as a result of self-inflicted inju-
ries. 

I note with a degree of seriousness 
that September 10 is World Suicide 
Prevention Day. I hope we can all ac-
knowledge this is something on which 
we need to work together. It is not a 
partisan issue; just ask Gordon Smith. 
It is not a partisan issue; just ask me. 
As I have indicated, many people who 
work in these wonderful buildings in 
the Capitol have been affected by sui-
cide. 

Will the Chair announce the business 
of the day. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
ROUNDS). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

WATER RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2016 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 2848, which 
the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2848) to provide for the conserva-
tion and development of water and related 
resources, to authorize the Secretary of the 
Army to construct various projects for im-
provements to rivers and harbors of the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
McConnell (for Inhofe) amendment No. 

4979, in the nature of a substitute. 
Inhofe amendment No. 4980 (to Amendment 

No. 4979), to make a technical correction. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator Alaska. 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I wish 
to speak on the bill we are debating, 
the Water Resources Development Act. 
I will begin by commending the chair-
man of the EPW Committee, Senator 
INHOFE, and the ranking member, Sen-
ator BOXER, for their leadership on this 
legislation. 

Sometimes it is important to just 
look at what these bills are doing. The 
Water Resources Development Act— 
WRDA, we call it here—the title says: 

To provide for the conservation and devel-
opment of water and related resources, to 
authorize the Secretary of the Army to con-
struct various projects for improvements to 
rivers and harbors of the United States, and 
for other purposes. 

One of the things I have come to the 
floor of the Senate to speak on a num-
ber of times is one of the most impor-
tant things I think we should be doing 
in the Senate, and that is focusing on 
our economy. With all due respect to 
the minority leader with regard to the 
economy in the United States, things 
are not going well. Just over the past 
two quarters, we again had numbers 
that were dismal by any historical 
measure in the United States. Last 
quarter, I think we had 1.5 percent 
GDP growth, and the quarter before 
that, we had 0.8 percent GDP growth. 
As a matter of fact, President Obama 
will be the first President in U.S. his-
tory who never hit 8 percent GDP 
growth in 1 year—never. No President 
has had such a dismal regard in terms 
of growing the economy. 

What should we be doing? First of all, 
we need to focus on the economy. One 
of the critical things we should be 
doing in the Congress—one of the 
things we need to unleash to the pri-
vate sector is better infrastructure for 
this country. Again, I commend the 
chairman of the EPW Committee and 
the ranking member because they have 
been leaders on this issue. Last year, 
we passed the first long-term highway 
bill in many years with the FAST Act. 
That is infrastructure for the country. 
Right now, hopefully, the Senate will 
pass the WRDA bill. 

These aren’t perfect pieces of legisla-
tion. No piece of legislation ever is. For 
example, I think both of them could 
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